
NEWSUPDATE 
Ansford Community School 
Maths and Computing College 
March 2006 
 
Dear Parent 
 
This is the time of year when we receive and then allocate our budget for the next financial year 
(April 06—March 07).  I guess when finances look relatively good we tend to stay quiet and then com-
plain when they are not.  Well, it’s fair to say that over the last two years our budget situation has im-
proved and this next year looks good, too.  Credit where credit due (sic), things are better  -  even 
though we are in a poorly funded authority. 
 
Not surprisingly some 80% of our budget goes on staff salaries  -  not only teachers, but class assis-
tants, office staff, site staff and cleaners.  The remaining 20% is split between premises costs (12%) 
and resources (8%).  The budget of £2.65 million is largely determined by student numbers (723), but 
supplemented by money for our Specialist School Status and various grants. 
 
We have worked hard over the last few years to ensure: 
· the school operates on a stable financial basis so we do everything possible to avoid debts and 

thereby redundancies. 
· plan strategically so we can maintain appropriate staffing levels and support to students. 
· spend what we are given so students benefit from the money (no hoarding). 
· retain a small contingency so we can deal with emergencies. 
 
Whilst we would like to employ more staff, Governors are conscious that student numbers in the area 
are falling.  We are using some of our additional money to retain current staffing levels even though 
student numbers will be slightly less in September.  However, most of the additional money this year 
will be used to complete various building projects and further improve access to ICT facilities. 
 
We do have issues in two areas which require all of us in school to work together.  These are: 
· soaring energy bills (as at home)  so we must look at ways to reduce waste.  (I would be inter-

ested in your ideas). 
· unnecessary spending on petty vandalism by a very small number of students.  (We report those 

found damaging school property to the police). 
 
On Wednesday 17th May the Governing Body will be holding a joint meeting with ParentNet to pro-
vide you with an opportunity to discuss issues relating to the school, including the budget. 
 
Next term 
 
We are looking forward next term to: 
 

· Year 7 & 8 students taking part in recording the England World Cup anthem on 
 April 21st, at school. 
· Tom Cue joining the school as School Sports Co-ordinator.  He joins us, having 
 taught and led a PE department in Essex. 
· Our school production of ‘Grease’ on Thursday 6th and Friday 7th July. 
· The Year 11 Prom on Tuesday June 20th. 



We say ‘thank-you’ to Marcus Bowman for his work in the PE department this term and con-
gratulations to Jane Briggs (Head of Modern Foreign Languages) who gets married during 
the Easter Holiday. 
 
Year 10 visit to Oxford University—Tuesday 14th March 
 
Five Year 10 students visited Oxford University with students from several other local schools.  
The students involved were:  Amelia Lester-Hinchliffe, Bryony Miles, Henry Bright, Annie 
White and Kirsty Carter. 
 
They were given a presentation about University life, covering academic, social and financial 
aspects.  Also they were given a tour with current undergraduates showing them the main Uni-
versity sites. 
 
Performing Arts Centre 
 
Work has continued this term on the Performing Arts Centre and the new Drama Hall will be 
completed early next term.  Work will then halt until SATs and GCSE exams are out of the 
way. 
 
We are also looking forward to our first school production for a number of years.  Staff and 
students are well on the way with rehearsals for ‘Grease’ which will be performed on Thursday 
July 6th and Friday July 7th in the school hall.  Tickets will be on sale from week beginning 
5th June. 
 
A reminder to parents of Year 9 students that SATs in English, Maths and Science will be held 
during the week beginning 2nd May. 
 
For Year 11 the GCSE timetable is attached to this NewsUpdate. 
 
Holiday Dates 
 
If you are planning a holiday in the summer please note the Autumn Term starts on Monday 
September 4th.  As with last year there will be a two week half term in late October—which 
should provide a good opportunity for family holidays ‘out of season’.  Many thanks to those 
who have avoided taking family holidays in term time.  It is now very difficult to authorise holi-
days in term time. 
 
Uniform 
 
Students are required to wear black shoes for school, not trainers.  The only exception is for 
medical reasons.  Students should have a doctors note to cover this.  The note should be time 
specific and not open-ended.  Thanks to all who comply as a matter of routine. 
 

Robert Benzie 

We are once again collecting Tesco Vouchers. 
 
Please encourage you child to bring them into school  in an 
envelope marked with your child’s name and tutor group to  
take part in the Tutor Group competition. 



 
MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES—FRENCH AND GERMAN GCSE REVISION SESSIONS 

 
The Modern Foreign Languages Department will be running GCSE Revision Sessions in French and 
German at Ansford Extra from Tuesday 28th March, 2006.  This will be good preparation for the 
speaking exams from the 10th May. 
 

Miss Briggs 
MFL Department 

 
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT—MOPA VISIT FOR MACBETH WORKSHOP 
 
MOPA Theatre Company visited Ansford on the 14th March to work with the whole of Year Nine.  The 
workshop concentrated on the key scenes from Macbeth that the students will be asked about in their SATs 
Shakespeare paper in May. 
 
The afternoon  was both informative and enjoyable, with many students taking on main roles from the play.  
Luke Breadmore played a tormented Macbeth to Emma Nice’s tragic Lady Macbeth.  Many others helped 
to bring alive this blood thirsty and dramatic story. 
 

FRENCH AND HISTORY RESIDENTIAL 10th—13th MARCH, 2006 
 
40 Year 9 students have had a successful trip to the Opal Coast, spending four days speaking French, trying 
French Cuisine and visiting the historical sights of World War One in Belgium.  A most rewarding and en-
joyable trip was had by all! 

Miss Briggs 
MFL Department 

SCHOLASTIC  BOOK FAIR 
 
Many thanks to all the students (and parents!) who supported the Scholastic Book Fair that was held in 
school from 1st—6th March.  It was a great success, selling over £300 in books.  As a result I was able to 
choose some brilliant new fiction (work £140!) in commission for the Library. 
 
Congratulations go to: 
Laura Bentley  7CR Henry Russell 7CR Mitchell Brine 7ML Gemma Charles 8ET 
 
who all won a free book of their choice in the lucky dip draw! 
 
WELL DONE! 

Rachel McGovern 
Library and Information Centre 

 
We are collecting the Sainsburys Active Kids vouchers for new sports equip-
ment. Please help by donating your Sainsburys vouchers to our cause. There is 
a box in the school foyer for vouchers. 
 
Our aim is to get 7500. 

 



 
PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION WINNERS 
 
The student entries for the Photography Com-
petition have now been judged.  After a lot of 
debate and discussion a decision was eventu-
ally made and Cath Thomas of 7CR has been 
declared the overall winner for her superb 
wintry scene. 
 
Runners up are George Addison (for his stun-
ning African elephant)  and Freya Lumb for 
her expertise in Photoshop (digitally manipu-
lated category).  Calum Wood was also 
awarded a Highly Commended as he was a 
very close runner-up. 
 
Results of staff competition: Overall Winner  Mr J Mansell 
      Runner ups:  Mr S Craggs and Mrs B Rees-Smith 
      Highly Commended: Mrs A Atkins and Mr R Dalzell 
 
The results were very, very close.  We were thrilled by the overall response and high standard 
of entries. 
 
All entries will be exhibited in the foyer during the first half of the Summer Term and we hope 
that you will take the opportunity to admire the talent of both students and staff! 
 
Sue Durant/Lorraine Wood 
 
 

CHARITY CROCUS WALK FOR  BREAK-
THROUGH BREAST CANCER 
 
Rachel Baker, Sue Durant and Helen Gar-
diner along with four friends completed a 
sponsored ‘Crocus Walk’ on 19 March to 
raise funds for Breakthrough Breast Cancer, 
a charity which promotes vital research and 
education for breast cancer. 
 
Funds raised will total £400 a sum which will 
be matched £1 for £1 by Norwich Union. 
 
They would like to thank everyone for their 
support in sponsorship. 
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A group of Year 7 and 8 Photography Club stu-
dents enjoyed a hands-on session of film proc-
essing and digital printing at Camelot Video in 
Wincanton,  courtesy of Graham Hiscox who 
runs the shop and studio. 
 
They had the opportunity to print up their own 
pictures and Graham also posed a group shot of 
them in his studio and presented each student 
with a copy. 
 

Sue Durant 
Art Department 
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Gifted and Able student programme 
 
Rolls Royce Innovation Awards. 
On Tuesday 14th of March 31 students went to Bath University to present projects they had been 
working on since Christmas. 
The projects students produced were amazing! They included Water for the developing World, Who 
Dunnit? Fit or fat club. Prehistoric life. Amazing world of Ants, Radio Alarm, Volcanoes, Sardine 
Can Boats! Anti matter. 
On the day the students were a credit to themselves and to the School.  I was very proud to be in-
volved in the work they had done. 
I’m sure the enthusiasm they have will turn them into budding young scientists! 
 
Students that took part were: 
 
Ryhs Hayhoe PS  Sophie Lumb AE  Gemma Charles ET 
Gus Scott  HK  Freya Lumb  AE  Alice Earle-Marsh LW 
George Hunter HK  Joe Gore  MY  Barley Edgerley LW 
Toby Edwards HK  Addison Cort MY  Tom Francis  LW 
Ben Chaffey  HK  Sam Banbury RD  Steve Wright LW 
Lottie Berryman HK  Jack Pullen  RD  George Addison ML 
Luke Brine  MC  Carlton Sykes RD  Iona Hogg  ML 
David Herniman MC  David Pope  RD  Julia Punnett ML 
Jessie Alford MC  Edward Sparks RD  James Extrance JB 
Eloise Sandiford MC  Jack Warman RD  Tee-Jay Thomas JB 
Ryan Biss  RZ  Nancy Jessiman GW  Charlotte Reeves CR 



 
PE Department  
 
Our Football teams have been competing in the Yeovil Schools District 
Cup and several made it to the Quarter-Finals. The Year 7 team put in a 
strong performance at Bucklers Mead to beat them 3-0, only to lose nar-
rowly to Westfield. The Year 8 team managed to beat Preston 3-1, thanks 
to an Andy Middleton hat-trick and held out against a very strong Holy-
rood side for 92 minutes, going down 1-0 in the last minute of extra time. 
The Year 9’s and Year 11’s both had tough games against Wadham, 
whilst the Year 10’s went down to King Arthurs after taking an early lead. 
 
Badminton is a new sport for us at Ansford but the participation has been 
excellent, particularly during the lunch-time clubs, so much so that we were invited to play against Sex-
eys and King Arthurs. It was a great experience on which we will build,  Alex Poyner recorded a memo-
rable victory. The aim is to bring in some Badminton coaches in the autumn to improve the all-round abil-
ity of our students. 
 
Outside the school a number of our students have performed well enough to be selected for regional and 
county sides. Alfie Warren and Rhys Hayhoe have played for the District Football teams, whilst Will 
Dyer, Chris Wake, Joe Pullen, Dan White, Alan Bevan and Sam Bennett have all had successful trials for 
Rugby. 
 
Next term sees our school teams competing on the cricket and rounders pitches and also on the athletics 
track. Students are encouraged to join in  and to look for announcements on the PE Notice Boards. Ans-
ford Extra continues on the Tuesday afternoon, with late buses provided to take students home at 5pm. 
We would really like to see more students attending and some of the activities we are putting on next term 
include archery and climbing. So come on – sign up!  
 
The Netball season has finally ended, with a mixture of results. All year groups battled hard in all games, 
even those that were up against it. An excellent team spirit throughout all years has shown the true poten-
tial these girls really have. 
 
Eventually both the Year 8 and Year 10 teams were rewarded for their efforts with an excellent victory 
over King Arthurs. For both teams it was the last game of the season and they wanted to win so badly.   
 
The Year 10 teams were very evenly matched and it was difficult to know who was going to gain the 
points. The teams battled until the final quarter, in which Ansford began to storm ahead. Excellent court 
play by Millie Lester-Hinchliffe and good shooting by Georgie Buckley gave the girls an excellent 11-7 
win.  
 
It was obvious from the start that Ansfords Year 8 team were stronger than King Arthurs, although the 
girls seemed to struggle to reflect this in the score. Much of the game was spent in the centre third where 
Lizzy Hart and Megan Davis worked hard in defence. When the ball did eventually get into our attacking 
end, Ellie Tucker and Jenny Back did not fail to score a goal, making the final score 5-2 to Ansford.  
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Final Netball results are below. 
 
Year 7 Huish  Lost 10-4     Year 10 Huish  Lost 15-7 
  Whitstone They forfeited game      Bucklers  Lost 32-7 
  Sexeys Lost 12-3       Preston Lost 17-11 
  Stanchester Lost 21-0       Gryphon Lost 14-6 
  Bucklers  They forfeited game      King Arthurs Won 11-7 
Year 8 Huish  Lost       Year11 Bucklers  Lost 30-10 
  Preston Lost 23-6       Sexeys Lost 11-6 
  King Arthurs Won 5-2       King Arthurs Lost 40-1 
Year 9 Gryphon Lost 23-1 
  Preston They forfeited game 
  Stanchester Lost 12-2 
  Holyrood We forfeited game 
 

After the Easter Holidays the girls will turn their hands to Rounders, I have every faith that we will have a 
superb season. 
 �

ANSFORD EXTRA 
 
Students now MUST sign up for activities, clubs and buses in the Swainson building before going to take part in 
their activities. SPORTS HALL DOORS WILL BE LOCKED UNTIL 3.45 pm.   In order to use the late buses, stu-
dents will be given a bus ticket at the end of their session by the member of staff in charge. NO BUS TICKET, 
NO RIDE HOME. There is now also a Café being run in the Swainson building between 3.30 and 5.00 pm where 
students can buy food and drink. 
 
Below you will find the new Ansford Extra timetable for the 1st half of the summer term.  As you can see climbing 
is now an option for Yr 10 and 11 which will be limited to 12 pupils per session.  
 
Session 1   April 18—May 2    Session 2   May 9—May 23 
Year 5 Trampolining Football Dance  Archery*  Tennis Cricket 
Year 6 Trampolining Football Dance  Archery*  Tennis Cricket 
Year 7 Trampolining Football Dance  Archery*  Tennis Cricket 
Year 8 Tennis  Football Dance  Dance  Tennis Cricket 
Year 9 Tennis  Football Dance  Dance  Cricket Football 
Year 10 Climbing*  Tennis Multigym  Dance  Multigym Football 
Year 11 Climbing*  Tennis Multigym  Dance  Multigym Football 
*Climbing and Archery will be on a first come first served basis.  Max 12 
*Students will be accepted at the discretion of the staff. 

YEAR 7 GIRLS HOCKEY 
Vs Stanchester. Lost 4-0 Player of the Match Amy Radford 
Vs Bucklers Mead   Forfeited game 
Vs Huish Episcopi Lost 5-1 Player of the Match Lydia Dorey 
Vs Sexeys  Lost 3-0 Player of the Match Natasha Rae & Libby Graham 
Vs The Park  Lost 4-0 Player of the Match Kirsten Hoare  



SUMMER TERM BEGINS ON 
 TUESDAY 18 APRIL 

 
APRIL 
Fri 21 Year 10 Industry Day 
 
MAY 
2—5  Year 9 SATS exams 
8—12   Year 8 Residential 
8—12  Year 10 exams 
  Year 11 Language Orals 
  Year 11 Music 
Wed 17 Year 10 French Module Exam 
Thur 18 Year 10 German Module Exam 
Fri 19 Citizenship GCSE 
Tue 23 IT short course GCSE 
Fri 26 Last day of this ½ term 
 

STUDENTS RETURN TO SCHOOL 
 MONDAY 5 JUNE 

 
JUNE 
 
5-9 Year 10 Work Experience 
Tue 13 Year 8 Citizenship Day 
Thur  15 Year 7 Parents Evening 
Tue 27 Year 10 Science Module Exam 
 
 
JULY 
 
Wed 5 Year 6 New Intake Day &  
  Evening 
Wed 12 Sports Day 
Fri 14 Year 7 Bastille Day 
Tue 25 Last day of this school year 
 
 

STUDENTS RETURN TO SCHOOL 
MONDAY 4 SEPTEMBER 

CALENDAR 
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